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• How often are fire drills conducted?
• When was the last death due to a school or 

business fire?
• How often are active shooter or intruder drills How often are active shooter or intruder drills 

conducted?
• When was the last death due to an active • When was the last death due to an active 

shooter?



• The Department of Homeland Security defines 
an active shooter as and individual actively 
engaged in killing or attempting to kill people in 
a confined and populated area. 



• The first active shooter incident, Charles 
Whitman August 1, 1966.

• University of Texas Austin Tower
• 16 Killed and 32 Wounded16 Killed and 32 Wounded



• Howard Unruh September 
6, 1949

• Camden, NJ , J
• Entered several businesses, 

killed 13 people and killed 13 people and 
wounded three.



• April 20, 1999
• 13 Killed and 21 Injured
• Two of the school's 

students were 
responsiblep



• No distinct psychological profile of the school shooter.p y g p
• Gunfire in the classroom is often the final stage of a long 

simmering attack.  Most shooters have previously told someone 
b t th i  labout their plans.

• We need to prepare students and teachers better for an 
emergency.  Columbine was caught off guard.emergency.  Columbine was caught off guard.

• Police followed the old book at Columbine; surround the 
building, set up a perimeter, contain the damage. Now police 
make immediate entry to confront the threat.



• April 16, 2007
• 32 Killed 17 Wounded
• Chained doors to slow police response
• Shot through doors that would not open or were • Shot through doors that would not open or were 

being held closed by people.  



Sandy Hook Elementary SchoolSandy Hook Elementary School
December 14  2012• December 14, 2012

•26 Killed, 20 children 
and 6 adultsand 6 adults
•Students and staff 
reacted the way they 
had been trained.
•New way of thinking 

 di  t  on responding to 
these events for the 
public and police.p p



 December 2, 2015
 14 Killed, 17 Hurt at a holiday partyy p y
 Being investigated as an act of terrorism
 Police  fire  and medical personnel trained  Police, fire, and medical personnel trained 

together.
Th  t i i  d l  th  d i  i il  t   The training and plan they used is similar to 
the training and plan used here

 The plan worked!!



 There have been 154 events from 2002-2012
 96% of them were male and acting aloneg
 37% work place violence, 17% academic 

settings, 4% religious settingsettings, 4% religious setting
 The average active shooter incident lasts 12 

minutes  37% were 5 minutes or lessminutes, 37% were 5 minutes or less
 43% of the time the incident is over before 

li  ipolice arrive
 The shooter often stops as soon as they hear or 

see law enforcement



• February 7, 2008
• A gunman  Charles Lee • A gunman, Charles Lee 

“Cookie” Thornton went 
on a shooting rampage at a 

bli  ipublic meeting.
• Six people killed, two 

injuredinjured.
• He shot a police officer, the 

public works director, two p
council members, the 
mayor, and a reporter.



• December 14, 2010
• Clay Allen Duke fired y

more than a dozen 
shots at six Bay District 
School Board members, School Board members, 
but missed them all.

• Duke was shot several 
ti  b  it  d times by security guard 
Mike Jones, before he 
killed himself with a 
h   h  h dshot to the head.



• Terrified people at the rural Pennsylvania 
township board meeting Monday night township board meeting Monday night 
ran for cover as a shooter opened fire and 
yelled, "They stole my land! They stole yelled, They stole my land! They stole 
my land!" 

• The gunman killed three people at the The gunman killed three people at the 
Monroe County board meeting.

• The parks director and another man The parks director and another man 
tackled the gunman after he left the 
meeting to get another gun.g g g



• Be aware of your environment and any possible dangers.y y p g
• Take note of the two nearest exits in any facility you visit.
• If you can get out, get out!y g g
• If you are in an office or classroom secure the door and find a safe 

area.
l k h h d• As a last resort, attempt to take the active shooter down.

• Call 911 when safe and feasible. 



• Plan: Come up with a plan that will work for you and your environment.
• Practice: The more you practice your plan the better prepared you will be Practice: The more you practice your plan the better prepared you will be 

when an event takes place.  
• Be a leader:  When these types of incidents occur, it will be very chaotic.  

People will need to take control and gi e directionPeople will need to take control and give direction.
• Pay attention to those you see everyday.  Don't let statements go by 

unnoticed.  Report suspicious activity or people immediately.
• Know your location so you can give it to 911.  Also if you have any 

information on where the shooter is or their description give that as well.





• Law Enforcement's purpose is to stop the active shooter as soon as 
possible.p

• Officers will usually be in teams of two or four.
• They may be in regular uniform, external vests, or plain clothes.

h b d h h d h fl• They may be armed with handguns, shotguns, or rifles.
• They may shout commands and push people to the ground for their safety.
• The first officers to arrive will not stop to assist injured people   This will be • The first officers to arrive will not stop to assist injured people.  This will be 

done once the shooter(s) is apprehended or dead.          



• Law Enforcement will not be the 
only emergency personnel only emergency personnel 
responding.  Fire, EMS, Bomb 
Squad, SWAT Teams, etc.

• As more emergency personnel 
arrive, an outer perimeter will be 
set up and only authorized people p y p p
will be allowed in and out.  

• It may be hard to tell who is in 
charge of the situation on the charge of the situation on the 
emergency personnel side until 
things have settled down some.



• Try to remain calm and follow officers commands.y
• Keep hands empty. Raise them above your head 

and spread fingers.and spread fingers.
• Avoid grabbing onto the officers or making quick 

movements towards themmovements towards them.
• Do not stop to ask for help when evacuating.  Keep 

i  t  th  t it   moving to the nearest exit.  



• Law enforcement will need to account for everyone that was 
supposed to be in the building.  Does the business/school have a 
master list of employees and patrons?

• What type of counseling services are available and will need to be • What type of counseling services are available and will need to be 
provided.

• The building(s) is going to be considered a crime scene and will be g( ) g g
controlled by Law Enforcement.  In these types of events, it could 
be days or weeks that the buildings may be secured by law 
Enforcement  Is there a plan for alternate space to conduct Enforcement. Is there a plan for alternate space to conduct 
busniess?

• Who is going to be the person in charge, or the go-to person for the g g p g , g p
business? Law enforcement will need a contact to get personnel 
files and information for all that have been involved.





• Jeremiah Waters- jwaters@merriam.org
• James Browning- jbrowning@merriam.orgg j g g


