
 

 
 
 

ADVISORY BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday, September 27, 2016 

6:00 PM 
Irene B. French Community Center Conference Room 

 
1. Roll Call/Attendance       Kathy Stull 
2. Public Comments       Kathy Stull 
3. Approval of August 23, 2016 Minutes    Kathy Stull 
4. Staff Reports 

a. Director’s Report      Anna Slocum 
i. Park Sign Update 

b. Assistant Director’s Report     Dave Smothers 
i. Updates 

1. Farmers Market Update 
2. Brown Park Update 

ii. Upcoming Events 
1. Art Gallery – “Senior Art Council Presents” 

c. Recreation Supervisor Report    Sara Thompson 
i. Reports 

1. Pooch Paddle Report 
2. Funday Sunday Report 
3. Campbell Party in Your Park—Report 

 
5.  Old Business 

 
6. New Business  

    
7. Other Business 

a. Steering Committee Update     Thelma Fowler 
 

8. Adjournment 
 
       

Distribution: 
Board Members: Leary, Downey, Howard, Heffron, Stull, Fowler 
Mayor Sissom 
City Council Members 
Chris Engel 
City Clerk 
Anna Slocum 
Dave Smothers 
Sara Thompson 
 
 



CITY OF MERRIAM PARK AND RECREATION 
ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, August 23rd, 2016  
6:00PM 

Roll Call 
The August meeting of the Merriam Parks & Recreation Advisory Board was called to order at 6:05 pm, by Chairperson 
Kathy Stull.  Board members in attendance included:  Tom Heffron, LaVera Howard and Suzanne Downey.  Thelma 
Fowler and Katie Leary called in with conflicts and were excused.  Staff members in attendance included:  Anna Slocum, 
Director; Dave Smothers, Assistant Director; Sara Thompson, Recreation Supervisor, and Ingrid Berg, Assistant Program 
Coordinator.   

 
Public Comments 
There was no one present for public comments.   
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 
In the adjournment section of the July 26th 2016 minutes a change was made to correct Tom Heffron’s name from Rom.  
LaVera Howard made a motion to accept the July meeting minutes and Tom Heffron seconded the motion; motion was  
approved unanimously. 

 
Staff Reports 
Director’s Report 
Car Show Update 

The Car Show is three weeks away and final preparation is underway.  Currently, there are 58 cars enrolled 
which is about average for this far out.  There have been six extra shirts, and one calendar purchased.  The dash 
plaques, awards and calendars are currently all being printed.  Staff secured $5,250 in sponsorship with 
additional savings through in-kind sponsorships.  This year, Shawnee Copy donated the printing of the calendar, 
ETI is assisting in equipment to enhance sound and Midwest Sales provided assistance with screen printing.  
Staff is finalizing tasks, securing volunteers and hoping to have great weather. 

 
Park Sign Update 

This week the last concrete pad was poured at Chatlain Park – there was a hold up with the railroad at that 
location.  In addition, the concrete brick columns were completed today at Vavra and are anticipated to be 
completed at all parks by the end of the week.  The sign face should be installed late next week, beginning of the 
following week.  Once installed, the decorative stone will be installed, old signs removed and backfill work 
completed.  Staff will work with Public Works in reviewing the area for possible landscape opportunities if 
appropriate. 
 

Assistant Director’s Report 
Farmers’ Market Report 

The numbers for the 2016 were in the packet.  Currently attendance is ahead of the best year of record which 
was 2010.  A new daily vendor will begin the first Saturday of September selling pecans. This vendor 
complimented the market as she had shopped around and she loves the venue for it is less crowded and parking 
is so convenient. It was asked about whether the Wednesday market will continue.  Dave will get feedback from 
vendors at the end of season meeting.  Staff is evaluating various possibilities to try and improve attendance.  
One being to possibly provide a discount for Wednesday for vendors that are full season Saturday vendors.   

 



 
Brown Park Shelter Update 

Construction on the Brown Park shelter is moving along.  They are working to backfill dirt around the shelter and 
the port-a-potty and dumpster enclosures are finished.   

 
Chatlain Park Eagle Scout Project Update 

Harrison Boldt completed his project of pouring a concrete pad and adding a bench by the swings, building a 
wooden fence enclosure around the electrical box and some general park clean up.   

 
Gallery Opening Reception 

The opening night reception for the next show titled “Light in the Other Room” is Thursday, September 1st from 
7:00-8:30 pm.  Artists include:  Erlene Flowers, Ben Mercer, Margaretre Gillsepie and Darryl Chamberlain. 
 

Recreation Supervisor’s Report 
Reports 
Flip Flop & Flamingos 

The MAC member pool party was in celebration of National Parks & Recreation month.  It was a hot night and 
there was a good turnout.  The theme was carried through with flamingo decorations & straws as well as flip 
flop (Nutter Butter) cookies and decorated blue dipped pretzel rods with rolled in fish crackers.   
 

Cruise Night 
Turkey Creek “Sweet 16” Cruise Night was held Saturday, August 13th from 6:30-8:30 pm at Merriam 
Marketplace.  Attendees were very appreciative because they love opportunities to show off their cars.  
Downtown Merriam Partnership donated QT gift cards and staff provided a gift bag of T-shirts, a Merriam 
license plate and Historic Merriam book for door prizes. 

 
Frosty Pop with a Cop 
 This event was well received.  Next year, staff will coordinate with the Police Department to schedule and 
promote this event several times during the 2017 season.    
 
Upcoming Event Promotion   
Pooch Paddle 

This event is scheduled for Tuesday, September 6th from 6:30-7:45 pm at the MAC.  The steps will be left in the 
pool so the dogs can get out of the pool more easily.  And once again doggie poop bags will be given to each 
participant as they enter so owners can pick up after their own dogs.   

 
Fun Day Sunday 

This will be the last food truck event of 2016.  It is scheduled for Sunday, September 18th from 4:00-7:00 pm at 
Merriam Marketplace.  New trucks include Boyer’s Meatballs and Fine Thyme Foods (crepes).  Google Fiber will 
have a sponsor booth.  Entertainment will be live music by “Kim and the Gasmen”, Fun Run obstacle course 
inflatable and yard games.   

 
 
 
 
 



New Business 
Turkey Creek Festival Agreement 
This agreement is currently with JCPRD for final review and will then be sent to the City Attorney.  As with every long 
term agreement the standard changes occur with dates and years. Staff has requested the following changes: 

1.  Eliminate the statement that the city will encourage food vendors to keep menu portions small and 
inexpensive.  Staff does not want to be involved in how vendors operate their business or set their menu. 

2. The agreement specifically stated the size of the required dumpster; depending on the vendor specific sizes 
might not be available.   

3. Eliminate that the city will provide an accounting of all sales at the Festival.  Staff does not ask to see vendor 
sales receipts.   – we will provide an accounting of all fees collected by the department 

4. JCPRD has requested a change in the kind of vendors that participate in the Arts and Crafts portion.  The 
current wording is that the vendors be appropriate for a family festival.  Merchandise must be classified into 
one of 5 categories (home goods, clothing, jewelry, kid-related activities, commercial and handmade food 
items – not single serve ready to eat portions.)  Upon approval of City, commercial direct sales/ home party 
vendors may be allowed if 60 percent of their merchandise is homemade and fits under the previously listed 
merchandise.   

5. A change in the number of pedal boats utilized from 6 with 2 on reserve to 8 with 2 on reserve.    
6. The district has 55 gallon trash barrels available thus eliminating the need for the large Deffenbaugh cans in 

which JCPRD cannot get trash bags to fit.   
7. Update of staff contact information at JCPRD. 
8. Fee changes reflect current fees , no information from JCPRD if there will be any changes.   

 
After review by the Park Board, Suzanne Downey motioned to recommend City Council’s acceptance of this agreement 
pending approval by the City Attorney.  The agreement will then go before City Council for approval.   Tom Heffron 
seconded; motion was approved unanimously. 

 
Other Business 
Steering Committee Update 
Public meeting was held August 9 with a Steering committee meeting on August 10.  Ten people attended the pre-
meeting tour at IBFCC and five attended the MAC pre-meeting tour.  The meeting allowed for the consultants to give an 
update on their progress as well as then summarize their evaluation of the facility based on work previously completed.  
Since this was the first time many in the room had heard most of this information, the consultants divided the room and 
provided time for everyone to discuss what they heard.  Then participants (~45) were given six green dots to choose 
amenities that would be ideal and three red dots for amenities were not desireable.  After completion of one facility the 
room switched sides and completed the process for the other facility.  The room was brought back together and quick 
tabulation and review of discussions at each group.  There was a comment card for each facility that asked questions 
similar to what is on the survey to get feedback about the future of the facilities and the overall support of projects.  
There was overwhelming support for both facilities – the community center theme was multi-generational with 
transitional spaces – a concern for duplicating/competing services.  The statistically valid survey has been out about two 
weeks and the community survey link is now out on the website and being promoted through various notifications.  The 
next step will be to analyze the data, identify amenities and services citizens desire which will indicate the spaces a 
facility should have and the financial plan to support those spaces.  The next meeting with the Steering Committee will 
be September 22 with a plan presented on December 12. 
 
 



Park Passport Update 
The final numbers as far as participation for this program are not yet finalized.  To date there have been five completed, 
but many more passports were started and not finished.   
 
Chiller compressor outage at IBFCC 
One of three chillers for the air conditioners has gone out.  Parts have been ordered, but in the meantime the other two 
are doing the work of three.   Hoping this break in the hot weather will give them a slight rest. 
Adjournment 
Susanne Downey moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 pm and LaVera Howard seconded; motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 



Farmers Market Update 

The entertainment for the month of September included: David Smart, 
Timberfall & Saxes Plus.   

The market spaces have sold out for the season, but as in years past, season 
vendors may choose not to attend every week if their crop is limited.  This 
provides the opportunity for daily vendors to rent unused spaces. During the 
month of August there was 1 daily vendor taking the year-to-date total to 11 
daily vendors.  The chart below compares the market operation from 2012 to 
current year.   

         

The Wednesday Night Farmers Market concluded on August 31. This 14-week market had 
88 vendors, 6 daily vendors and 2,539 shoppers. The three Farmers and Food Truck events 
significantly boosted attendance. New at these events this year, a wine & beer vendor sold 
beverages. Those in attendance appeared to enjoy the enhancement to the event.   

On September 10, the market relocated to the Community Center parking lot, there were 13 
vendors and 437 shoppers the day of the car show (2015- 14 vendors/290 shoppers). There 
was one complaint about lack of parking for the farmers’ market.  Staff is contemplating ways 
to address the problem. 

On September 11, the Marketplace was rented to the KC Pagan Festival Committee with an 
anticipated 1,000 visitors. 

The last day of the Farmers’ Market is Saturday, October 8. 

The end-of-season vendor meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 10 @ 6:00 pm. 

Saturday 
Market  2012 2013 2014 2015 2016  

                  
Week 1 - 20 13,531 15,025 15,278 14,591 15,838  

       
Wednesday 

Market    2014 2015 2016  
Week 1 – 13/14   1,695 2,004 2,539  



SPONSORED BY City of Merriam and the Merriam Parks, Recreation and Community Center Foundation 
IRENE B. FRENCH COMMUNITY CENTER  //  5701 Merriam Drive  //  Merriam, KS 66203
VISIT THE SHOW ONLINE AT www.merriam.org/park  //  913.322.5550

OCTOBER 6 – OCTOBER 29

OPENING NIGHT RECEPTION
Thursday, October 6, 2016 from 7:00pm–8:30pm

GALLERY HOURS
Monday-Thursday 8:00am-9:00pm
Friday 8:00am-5:00pm
Saturday 8:00am-4:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm-5:00pm



Special Event Evaluation Form                                       

Event Name:  Pooch Paddle 

Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2016  Location:  Merriam Aquatic Center 
 
Number of Registrants: 67 pooches   Number of participants:  134 
 
 Ages various  Cost of Event:  $5 per pooch advance registration/$6 pooch day of event 
 
 
 Revenues:         Total Revenues:  $439.00 
 
Expenses:  Marshalls $  7.98  
                    Walmart $49.76 

Total Expenses:         $57.74  
 

            Net:    $381.26 
     
Special Items Needed:     Water bowls for dogs, poop bags, roster, camera, clip boards, registration forms, ink 
pens, starting money. (Prizes for 2016, poop bags, water bottle, note pad with dogs, pack dog bones) 
 
Modes of Publicity: Summer and Fall Highlights, flier at parks, Community Calendars Channels 4 & 41, Prairie 
Village post, outdoor sign, posters at Pool and Community Center, lobby TV, Facebook®, postcard mailed to past 
pooches and email to season pass holders. 
 
Committees/Volunteer/Staff:  Volunteer-Greta Berg, Staff: Ingrid Berg, Shellie Hardisty, Lisa Naughton, 
lifeguard and pool manager. 
 
Strengths:  A table was set at entrance so people could complete their registration form which helped spread 
out the crowd as we have three-quarter of attendees register the night of the event.   Giving dog poop bags as 
pooches entered at front gate really helped with clean up. A “doggie bag” of treats were sent home with each 
dog. 
 
Weaknesses:  Spot behind slides ground eroded and one dog did have a short escape from owners. 
 
Opportunities:  Door prize drawing, write down names of on sight registrants and place in basket/container. 
 
Thoughts:  Make sure to communicate the money bag at the community center is minus the start money for 
the pooch paddle.  



Special Event Evaluation Form                                       

Event Name:  Funday Sunday 

Date: Sunday, September 18, 2016 Location:  Merriam Marketplace 
 
Number of Registrants:  n/a             Number of participants:  362 
 
 Ages various   Cost of Event:    FREE to attendees 
 
 Revenues:     $30 x 8 trucks                                $240 
Sponsorship: Merriam Parks & Recreation Community Center Foundation    $300   
            Google Fiber          $400 
 
Expenses:   Creative Carnival                             $300 
                           Band Kim and The Gasmen       $500 
              Total Expenses:       $800.00 
 
                       
 
Special Items Needed: We have a dedicated list (tent, tables, chairs, water for bands, etc.) 
 
Modes of Publicity:  Fall brochure, Channels 4/41, Community Calendars, Shawnee Mission Post, fliers to all 
park bulletin boards, East Antioch, Merriam Park and Crestview Elementary PTO’s, flier sent thru food truck 
followers, band, Lobby TV, poster in lobby at Community Center , Facebook®, e- Merriam news, flier/email sent 
to City Council, City Employees, Community Foundation, Park Board, Electronic Sign, Boomer Buzz,  business 
contacts: Lee Jeans, Seaboard, Shawnee Mission Medical Center, Bayer  and IBT. 
 
Committees/Staff: Mark Stegar, Beth Cullum, Ingrid Berg, Sara Thompson. 
 
Strengths:  Band was great and had several followers in attendance. Good weather and variety of trucks, Boyers 
Meatballs, CoffeeCake KC, Crave, Fine Thyme Foods, Fresh & Tasty Catering, KC Pinoy, Polar Oasis, Prairie Fire 
Oven. 
 
Weaknesses:  Blue Valley was hosting a “Food Truck Fest” including several Elite Street Eat members, they have 
children’s activities and playgrounds. 
 
Opportunities:  We will do some research on Food Truck events in other states to hopefully gain some novel 
ideas. 
 
Thoughts: In 2015 we held this event in October, changing it to September really didn’t make that much 
difference with attendance. In looking at attendees, the majority are adults, approximately 85%.   



Special Event Evaluation Form                                       

Event Name:  Rock N’ Party in YOUR Park 

Date: Friday, August 19, 2016    Location:  Campbell 
 
Number of Registrants:      NA        Number of Participants   232 
 
 Ages various   Cost of Event:  FREE  

 Revenues:  N/A                              Total Revenues:    N/A 
 
Expenses:   Johnnie on the Spot Porta Potty  $  70.00 

Sam’s Club Food    $297.33 
Creative Carnival    $295.00 
The Bucket Band   $500.00  
All Seasons Rental staging   $347.97 
Walmart water balloons                       $  15.76 

       Total Expenses:        $1,526.06 
 
Special Items Needed: We have a dedicated list of supplies (tongs, tables, games etc.), list of announcements to include 
upcoming events, recognition of council members, and a task rotation list.  
 
Modes of Publicity:  Summer Highlights, Channels 4/41 Community Calendars, Prairie Village Post, fliers to all park bulletin 
boards, Foundation members, City Council, Park Board East Antioch, Merriam Park and Crestview Elementary PTO’s, flier 
sent thru band followers, Lobby TV, poster in lobby at Community Center and Marketplace, 4 x 4 signs at:  Park entrance 
on trail, 61st & Knox, 61st & Mastin, Johnson Drive & Mastin, Facebook®, e-Merriam news, electronic sign. 
 
Committees/Volunteer/Staff:  Volunteers: Rosy Genneman, Grant Getzlow, Greta Berg, Janine Myers,  
Staff: Mark Stegar, Beth Cullum, Ingrid Berg, Anna Slocum and Sara Thompson 
 
Strengths: Walking tacos were well liked, band was good and the inflatable continues to be a favorite with youth.  
 
Weaknesses: Band had to quit early due to lighting and thunder. Make sure when Johnny on the Spot delivers the porta 
potty is handicap accessible. 
 
Opportunities: Not sure we had Yard Yahtzee or face painting in opportune locations, they were not busy. With our food 
line which is sort of a “u” shape, we need to use regular tables not the folding tables. Have meat/fritos at each end of the 
table so they are accessible from both directions.  Reduce the amount of hamburger purchased to 30 lbs. Move drinks and 
watermelon to a separate table to lessen congestion.  Identify a council/park board member to invite the neighborhood. 
 
Thoughts: Bring bullhorn for half time announcements so staff can move around park. This was the first time we had 
Google Fiber as a sponsor, they provided free snow cones. With yard Yahtzee being next to the snow cone line it was 
difficult to capture enough players to form teams, so it lost its competitive edge. Kids didn’t know what the game was and 
since it takes a while to play they lost interest fairly quickly, also most wondered what prize they got for playing. 
For the August party change the time to 6:00-8:00 pm because it was difficult tearing down in the dark. With the extra 
supplies for the stage we need a second vehicle preferably a truck. 
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