
MERRIAM CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
CITY HALL 

9001 WEST 62ND STREET 
July 25, 2016 

7:00 P.M. 
 

If you require any accommodation (i.e. qualified interpreter, large print, reader, 
hearing assistance) in order to attend this meeting, please notify the Administrative 
Office at 913-322-5500 no later than 24 hours prior to the beginning of the meeting.

 
I.       CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  

II.  ROLL CALL 
 
III.        PUBLIC ITEMS 

 
Members of the public are encouraged to use this time to make comments about 
matters that do not appear on the agenda.  Comments about items on the regular 
agenda will be taken as each item is considered. Please note: individuals 
making Public Comments will be limited to 5 minutes.  
 

IV.       CONSENT AGENDA 
  

V.        MAYOR’S REPORT 
 

VI.       PLANNING COMMISSION  
 

VII.      COUNCIL ITEMS 
 

1. Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting held July 11, 2016.  
 

VIII.    PUBLIC HEARING - for the purpose of hearing and answering questions 
and/or objections from the public related to the 2017 Budget.   

 
Members of the public are allowed to use this time to make comments about the 
proposed 2017 Budget. Individuals making public comments will be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

 
A. Finance and Administration 

 
1. Consider approval of a resolution to adopt the 2017 Budget. 

 
B. Community Development/Public Works/CIP 

 
1. Community Development Update. 

 
 



IV.   STAFF ITEMS 
 

X.      NEW BUSINESS 
 

XI.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

XII.      ADJOURNMENT 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Juliana Pinnick 
Juliana Pinnick 

City Clerk 
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REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
CITY OF MERRIAM, KANSAS 

 9001 W. 62nd St.  
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

MINUTES 
 

July 6, 2016 
7:00 P.M. 

 
The Regular Planning Commission meeting for the City of Merriam, Kansas was called to order 
at 7:00 p.m. by Vice Chairman Leah Ann McCormick on Wednesday, July 6, 2016, in the Council 
Chambers with the Vice Chairman inviting everyone present to participate in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag.  
 
I.  ROLL CALL           
      
 Members Present: Bill Bailey   
   Brian Dailey 
   Judy Deverey 
   Secretary Russ Harmon 
   Rebecca Lang 
   Vice Chairman Leah Ann McCormick 
    
 Members Absent:      Bill Carter   
   Mitchell Fowler 
   Chairman Carol Whitlock 
  
   
Also Present: Bryan Dyer, Community Development Director, and Nancy Yoakum, Recording 
Secretary. 
 
II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JUNE 1, 2016 
 
Vice Chairman Leah Ann McCormick stated that the Planning Commission members had 
received a copy of the June 1, 2016 meeting minutes and asked if there were any corrections or 
additions.   
 
Hearing no comments, Vice Chairman Leah Ann McCormick entertained a motion. 
 
REBECCA LANG MOVED THAT THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
OF JUNE 1, 2016 BE APPROVED. BILL BAILEY SECONDED THE MOTION.  THE MOTION 
WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  
 
  
 
III. ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
 

1. 6703-FP1-0716 Final Development Plan and Sign Scheme Package- 10230-
10270 W. 75th St. in a PUD-G (Planned Unit Development) District for façade 
and sign alterations. 
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Vice Chairman Leah Ann McCormick presented to the Planning Commission application 6703-
FP1-071616 a Final Development Plan and Sign Scheme Package for property located at 
10203-10270 W. 75th St. in an PUD-G (Planned Unit Development-General) District.  
 
Community Development Director Bryan Dyer stated that the applicant is requesting an 
alteration to the existing commercial retail building façade located on the corner of 75th Street 
and Switzer. Mr. Dyer reviewed the location and surrounding zoning and land uses.  
 
Mr. Dyer stated that the property is just under one (1) acre and the building is approximately 
10,000 sq. ft. and has small retail businesses. Mr. Dyer stated the current façade is a wood 
framed mansard roof with wood shingles. The applicant would like to update the roof and make 
changes to modernize the façade.   The applicant is also proposing a new sign scheme that is 
more consistent with current retail industry standards. 
 
Mr. Dyer stated that when the development was originally approved in the 80’s that there was 
specific language stating that the sign scheme approved was for neutral colors with a white 
background. The applicant would like to be able to have the ability to put up more modern 
signage on the building.   
 
Mr. Dyer stated that there is limited parking and staff has been talking with the applicant and 
reminding them that if a restaurant were to go in to the vacant space on the west end of the 
building, there will need to be discussion of the parking to insure there is adequate parking. 
 
Mr. Dyer stated that the signage will be under 5% as specified by the sign code. Staff has asked 
the applicant that the signage be aligned horizontally to give a similar look across the face of the 
building.  
 
Mr. Dyer stated that the applicant is proposing to remove the mansard roof and construct a wood 
framed parapet that is slightly higher than the existing mansard roof.  The change in height is 
approximately 4.5 ft.  
 
Mr. Dyer stated he would answer any questions of the Planning Commissioners and stated the 
applicant was present as well.  
 
Vice Chairman Leah Ann McCormick inquired if there were any questions of Mr. Dyer.  Hearing 
none, she asked the applicant if he would like to address the Planning Commission.    
 
Rick Weiser from Block & Company Real Estate, 12702 W. 160th Terr., Overland Park, KS 
introduced himself to the Planning Commission and stated he is the owner’s representative. 
 
Mr. Weiser stated that he has been working with the owner for a number of years and they would 
like to clean the building up.  Mr. Weiser’s goal is to modernize the building, update the signage 
and attract more clients to the building.  Mr. Weiser stated the building is currently occupied except 
for the space at the west end of the building which was the former 7-11.   
 
Mr. Weiser stated that that they do not know what the intended use for the vacant retail space will 
be at this time.  Mr. Weiser stated the parking lot is a pretty good size and there hasn’t been any 
issues with parking for the current retailers. 
 
Mr. Weiser stated that the originally signage for the building was very dated and worn, and they 
would like to have it modernized. They are also discussing power washing the brick, replacing 
damaged brick, painting the window frames, and re-stripe the parking lot.  
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Mr. Weiser discussed potential changes to the monument sign that show a variety of logos that 
show what national corporate tenants use similar to those that are used at the Merriam Town 
Center. 
 
Vice Chairman inquired if there were any questions for the applicant. 
 
Commissioner Russ Harmon inquired what the time frame was for the proposed changes. 
 
Mr. Weiser stated they have a contractor ready to go and with one (1) to two (2) weeks’ notice 
could be ready to start.  They would remove the existing store front and put up barricades to keep  
it safe, and that the project could potentially be complete in four (4) to six (6) weeks. 
 
Vice Chairman inquired if there were any additional questions, hearing none she entertained a 
motion.  
 

REBECCA LANG MOVED THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVE APPLICATION 
6703-FP1-0716 FINAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN WITH THE CONDITIONS LISTED IN THE 
STAFF REPORT FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 10230-10270 W. 75TH ST. JUDY DEVEREY 
SECONDED THE MOTION.  THE MOTION WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.   
 
 

IV.  BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  
 

Community Development Director Bryan Dyer provided the following updates: 
 

 Happy Feet Soccer Special Use Permit was approved by the City Council. 
 Citizen Serve new software is being implemented at City Hall. 
 Review of the State Legislature changes for political signs allowed in the right-of-

ways. 
 
V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
            None 
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 
 None  
 
VII.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business for discussion, Vice Chairman Leah Ann McCormick asked for a motion 
for adjournment. 
 
REBECCA LANG MOVED FOR ADJOURNMENT.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 p.m.  
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
     Nancy Yoakum 

Recording Secretary 
 

Approved:   
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MERRIAM CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
CITY HALL 

9001 WEST 62ND STREET 
July 11, 2016 

7:00 P.M. 
 

 
I.       CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Mayor Ken Sissom called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm 

 
II.  ROLL CALL 

Al Frisby  
Scott Diebold  

Chris Evans Hands 
Nancy Hupp  
Cheryl Moore  

Bob Pape 
Robert Weems 

Jim Wymer   
 

Staff present: Phil Lammers, City Administrator; Mike Daniels, Police Chief; Cindy 
Ehart, Finance Director; Chris Engel, Assistant City Administrator; Nicole Proulx 
Aiken, City Attorney; Jim MacDonald, Public Works Superintendent; Anna Slocum, 
Parks and Recreation Director and Juli Pinnick, City Clerk. 

 
III.        PUBLIC ITEMS 

 
Members of the public are encouraged to use this time to make comments about 
matters that do not appear on the agenda.  Comments about items on the regular 
agenda will be taken as each item is considered. Please note: individuals 
making Public Comments will be limited to 5 minutes.  
 
Diane Loney, 5710 Woodward St. commented that on the agenda tonight there 
are two items; one is the art project and the other is limb pickup. Mrs. Loney 
indicated that she would support city money being used on a special limb pick up, 
and keep the two large item pick up over the art project. 
 

IV.  CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 All items listed under the heading are considered to be routine by the City Council 

and may be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these 
items unless a Councilmember or citizen so requests, in which case that item will 
be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately. 

 
V.      MAYOR’S REPORT 
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 VI.     COUNCIL ITEMS 
 

1. Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting held June 27, 2016. 
 

COUNCILMEMBER HANDS MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL APPROVE THE 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD JUNE 27, 2016. 
COUNCILMEMBER FRISBY SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS 
APPROVED. COUNCILMEMBER DIEBOLD ABSTAINED. 
 
A. Finance and Administration 

 
1. Art Project #2 presentation. 

 
James Martin, the City’s Art consultant presented Art Project #2, 
which is a sculpture piece titled, “Planting the Seeds”. The sculptor 
who was selected is Christopher Weed from Colorado Springs, 
Colorado.  
 
The Art Committee unanimously recommends the piece which was 
selected from 125 artists’ submittals. The Committee narrowed the 
selection down to 25 submittals and then asked just a few artists to 
submit proposals.  
 
The piece will consist of 4 large stainless steel balls with a mirror 
finish with gaged steel straight metal pieces coming out of the balls; 
resembling sprouting seeds. Mr. Martin displayed the artist’s 
rendering of the piece and displayed a scaled down model of the 
sculpture pieces. The placement of the pieces will be on the 
northeast corner of the lawn at the Merriam Marketplace. The finish 
is a high sheen mirrored finish similar to the world famous art piece 
in Chicago’s park known as “The Bean”.  
 
The pieces will be lit at night and the spheres will be partially in the 
ground which will add to the look of sprouting seeds. The spheres 
will be approximately 7 feet high and each “sprout” is about 14 feet 
high making an overall height of 21 feet.  
 
This work will attract a lot of attention with its reflective finish and 
can be enjoyed during many events held at the Marketplace.  
 
There was some discussion regarding the footings for the pieces, 
landscape care, and general maintenance of the art sculpture. 
 
Sam Matier, 8515 W. 57th St. commented that he hopes when the 
council votes on this item he hopes that they are voting not what 
their own desires are but the desires of the community as a whole. 
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Maybe a public vote would be one way to find out if the public really 
wants to spend $100,000 on art projects.  
 
Mayor Sissom commented that this art project and the previous 
project are budgeted items and the public is allowed input during the 
budget process. In addition, as far as a public vote for projects, the 
public has elected the eight councilmembers and their job is to make 
decisions on projects. If all projects were determined by a general 
public vote every time, it would frankly slow down the system and 
projects so badly that most wouldn’t get done. You can never make 
100% of people happy at one time. Mayor Sissom thanked Mr. 
Matier for his comments and stated that all meetings are public and 
public input is always welcome.  
 
COUNCILMEMBER HANDS MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL APPROVE 
THE PUBLIC ART PROJECT #2, “PLANTING THE SEEDS” FROM 
CHRISTOPHER WEED SCULPTURE INC. AND AUTHORIZE THE CITY 
ADMINISTRATOR TO NEGOTIATE AND SIGN THE ASSOCIATED 
CONTRACT IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $100,000. 
COUNCILMEMBER FRISBY SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 
 

2. Consider approval of a Charter Ordinance regarding elections, repealing 
Charter Ordinance No. 25. 
 
COUNCILMEMBER HUPP MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL APPROVE A 
CHARTER ORDINANCE REGARDING ELECTIONS, REPEALING 
CHARTER ORDINANCE NO. 25. COUNCILMEMBER WEEMS 
SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 

3. Consider approval of an Ordinance amending section 2-28 of the Merriam 
Code of Ordinances, revising the election date for council president and 
vice-president. 

COUNCILMEMBER HUPP MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL APPROVE AN 
ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2-28, REVISING THE ELECTION 
DATE FOR COUNCIL PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT, OF THE 
MERIAM CODE OF ORDINANCES. COUNCILMEMBER HANDS 
SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 

4. Consider approval of an Ordinance amending section 2-61 of the Merriam 
Code of Ordinances, revising the dates for the terms of appointed officers.  

COUNCILMEMBER MOORE MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL APPROVE 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2-61, DATES FOR THE TERMS 



City Council Minutes	 July 11, 2016 
 

4 
 

OF APPOINTED OFFICERS, OF THE MERRIAM CODE OF 
ORDINANCES. COUNCILMEMBER PAPE SECONDED AND THE 
MOTION WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.   

5. Consider approval of an ordinance amending section 14-206, Landlord 
Licenses, of the Merriam Code of Ordinances related to rental inspections.  

COUNCILMEMBER HANDS MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL APPROVE 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 14-206, LANDLORD 
LICENSING, OF THE MERRIAM CODE OF ORDINANCES. 
COUNCILMEMBER WEEMS SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  

6. Consider approval of an ordinance amending Chapter 11, Article V, Fire 
Insurance Proceeds, of the Merriam Code of Ordinances. 

COUNCILMEMBER PAPE MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL APPROVE AN 
ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 11, FIRE INSURANCE 
PROCEEDS, OF THE MERRIAM CODE OF ORDINANCES. 
COUNCILMEMBER MOORE SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 

7. Consider approval of a Facility Use Agreement with Johnson County 
Nutritional Services for 2017. 
 
Parks and Recreation Director Anna Slocum presented the 
background for this item.  
 
The City of Merriam and Johnson County Nutrition Program have a 
Facility Use Agreement for the use of the Hocker Grove multi-
purpose room and the kitchen at the Irene B. French Community 
Center.  The agreement permits the county to administer a Senior 
Citizens congregate meal program and Meals on Wheels program 
from October 1, 2016 through September 30, 2017; renewable for 
an additional year pending release of federal funds.  
 
Since the Irene B. French Community Center opened its door, the 
City of Merriam has had an agreement with the Johnson County 
Nutrition Program to offer services to seniors in Northeast Johnson 
County.  The program, which started in 1978 through the Older 
Americans Act, is federally funded.  Included in the packet were two 
proposed agreements. The first agreement mirrors the current use 
agreement, where the City receives $125/month; $1,500/year for 
the space.  The second agreement, reflects the request to eliminate 
the stipend paid to utilize the space. Currently, Johnson County, 
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Blue Valley, Overland Park, Olathe, DeSoto, Gardner, Lenexa and 
Spring Hill distribution/nutrition sites do not charge rent.  The 
additional funds from these entities have been utilized to improve 
the current program.  During the SFY2015, participants received two 
choices at the congregate meal sites and breakfast is now delivered 
three days a week to those that receive Meals on Wheels.  Breakfast 
is delivered by the same volunteers that are delivering lunch.  The 
agreement is required whether there is a rental fee or not. 
 
There have been several changes that have occurred with this 
program to become more efficient with the services offered.  In 
2008, the site at Prairie Village was closed.  In 2012, Merriam’s 
monthly stipend was reduced from $200/month to $125/month.  In 
2014, Roeland Park Neighborhood Center was closed and those 
participants were absorbed into the Irene B. French Community 
Center location. 
 
The City of Merriam Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
discussed this topic at the regularly scheduled June meeting.   The 
Board believes the intent of the fee is a way to acknowledge that 
both parties are vested in the agreement and acknowledges that 
more is being contributed than either amount could afford to do 
independent of the other.  They recommended that the agreement 
continues with the $125/month stipend. 
 
There was some discussion regarding the stipend and if charging 
the fee would harm the program.  
  
Director Slocum commented that the meals will continue to be 
served whether or not the county has to pay the $125 per or not. 
Merriam’s facility serves participants in Merriam and Shawnee so it 
does not just serve Merriam residents. An additional walk-in 
refrigerator was purchased a few years back for this program when 
meals were prepared on-site. Meals are no longer prepared on-site 
and going forward in a remodeled facility, a walk-in refrigerator 
would not be purchased as there is no need for the city’s use to have 
that large of a refrigerator. If the walk-in were to fail the city would 
be the one paying for the repairs, not the county, as it is our 
equipment.  
 
Councilmember Frisby voiced concerns over charging the county 
the $125/month stipend.  
 
Mayor Sissom commented that the county charges the city 
thousands of dollars each year to hold the Turkey Creek Festival in 
Antioch Park. And while this is two separate issues, there are many 
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instances in which cities and counties charge each other for use of 
facilities. 
 
COUNCILMEMBER HANDS MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL 
CONCUR WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS AND 
RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND APPROVE THE 
FACILITY USAGE AGREEMENT WITH JOHNSON COUNTY 
NUTRITION RETAINING THE STIPEND OF $125 PER MONTH. 
THE MOTION WAS APPROVED. COUNCILMEMBER FRISBY 
VOTED NAY. 
  

8.  Discussion of 2017 recommended budgets. 
 
Finance Director Cindy Ehart presented an overview of the 2017 
recommended budget. 

 
Sam Matier, 8515 W. 57th St. commented that he feels a function of 
the Council and City is to be financially responsible. It appears that 
in 2013, 2014, and 2015 the city took in more money than was 
spent. In 2016 and proposed 2017 the budgets plan to spend more 
money than what is taken in. Some of the money comes from 
reserve funds and it appears that the reserves are being spent 
down. In looking at changes to the Community Center and Aquatic 
Center it appears that those changes would be paid from bonds that 
would be issues and causing the city to pay interest on those bonds. 
Mr. Matier further commented that spending less money than what 
is taken in would seem to be a more financially responsible method.  
 
City Administrator Phil Lammers commented that the CIP Fund has 
a reserve and at some point all of the money needs to be spent as 
there is a sales tax that requires that money be spent only on Capital 
Improvements. The General Fund allows for buildup of reserves and 
spending more than what is received in any given year is not 
necessarily a problem.  
 
Councilmember Moore commented that one of the responsibilities 
of the council is to look to the future and future needs of the city. 
Sometimes more money has to be spent in a particular year to plan 
out those future needs.  
 
Cindy Ehart commented that the city has a Fund Balance Policy 
which we adhere to in this budget and over a five-year period for 
both the General Fund and CIP Fund. Spending down fund 
balances in a single year does not mean we have a structurally 
imbalanced budget. 
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9. Monthly Finance Report. 

 
Finance Director Cindy Ehart presented the Finance Report for the 
month of June. 
 

B. Community Development/Public Works/CIP 
 

1. CIP Update. 
 
City Administrator Phil Lammers provided the following CIP Updates: 
 
Farley Ave improvements project has not been issued a notice to 
proceed as utility relocates have to take place first. Once that is 
completed a notice to proceed will be issued.  
 
Antioch Rd. project held a pre-construction conference yesterday. A 
notice to proceed will be issued after some preliminary work is 
completed. 
 
Shawnee Mission Parkway Bridge over BNSF railroad is in the 
engineering phase right now.  
 

2. Consider approval of supplemental funding to engineering 
agreements with BHC Rhodes for Farley Ave and Antioch Rd. 
Projects. 

 
City Administrator Phil Lammers presented the background for this 
item. 

The approval request and supplemental documentation represent 
contract overages for Farley Ave and Antioch Rd. In the case of 
Farley Ave, additional work was due to:  

1. Street scape renderings by Landworks Studio. 
2. Geo-technical study for large retaining walls near the sides of 

the proposed road. 
3. Property owners request for changes in easements and 

survey costs for re-staking. 
4. Meetings associated with various easement acquisitions and 

design modifications 
 
The original agreement for professional services was $172,500. 
Many of these items were out of the scope of the original agreement. 
Included in the Agenda Packet was the engineer’s line item charges. 
By trying to avoid using Eminent Domain for this project, which we 
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were able to accomplish, it cost the city a significant amount of 
money. Some items were approved by a former staff member and 
seemed to get a little out of hand. Staff recognizes this and has 
discussed it thoroughly in an attempt to not have this happen again. 
Reconfiguration of the original design in an attempt to satisfy 
property owners came at quite a cost.  
 
As for Antioch Rd. the original agreement was $105,000. Included in 
the Agenda Packet was a vendor summary depicting the items that 
increased the contract amount to $135,987.50. Contract overruns 
were based on: 
 
1. Ownership and Encumbrance certificates. 
2. Right of entry forms and ownership data base. 
3. Topographic surveys of driveways. 
4. Driveway design and construction limits of 36 properties 
 
Staff has incorporated these higher numbers into the 5 year CIP 
Plan. 

 
Sam Matier, 8515 W. 57th St., commented that it does appear that 
some lessons were learned with these two projects. Additionally, he 
commented that it’s good that the city tried hard to work with the 
property owners to avoid condemnation, which was accomplished. 
Having an engineer go out and meet with the property owners rather 
than a staff member seems a bit excessive especially since the 
engineer bills for that time. 
 
COUNCILMEMBER HANDS MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL 
APPROVE SUPPLEMENTAL ENGINEERING AGREEMENTS 
WITH BHC RHODES FOR FARLEY AVE. AND ANTIOCH RD. 
PROJECTS. COUNCILMEMBER MOORE   SECONDED AND THE 
MOTION WAS APPROVED. COUNCILMEMBER FRISBY VOTED 
NAY.  
  

3. Discussion regarding limb pickup. 
 

Assistant City Administrator Chris Engel presented the background 
for this item.  

 
On June 13, 2016 City Council discussed the possibility of providing 
a curbside limb pick-up event/service. While there was consensus 
the service is needed, there were differing opinions on several 
logistical considerations.  Staff was directed to do additional research 
and bring back options. Staff has had the opportunity to consider this 
service and proposes the following: 
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OPTION A (Staff Preferred) 
Staff recommends discontinuing the fall large-item pick-up in 
October and adding the limb pick-up in its place.  Staff is used to 
mobilizing at this time and the fall was a preferred time of year the 
new service be provided.  Service would start in 2017 so staff could 
inform residents there will be only one large-item pick-up in spring 
and also make residents aware the new service is a viable alternative 
to open-burning. 
 
OPTION B  
Staff recommends limb pick-up occur the second week of August. 
Retains two large-item events. This time of year the grass is dormant, 
it’s often too hot for concrete work or crack sealing, and seasonal 
help is still on staff to assist. This is the time of year Public Works is 
best equipped to manage the additional service. 
 
Advertising - the fall issue of Highlights has already gone to the 
printers.  The winter issue is projected to hit mailboxes in early 
December.  If this service is to be provided in 2016 and our residents 
properly informed, it will not be through traditional channels that 
provide the greatest reach into all households. 
 
Storm Event Pick-up – on occasions a storm event creates citywide 
storm debris, staff has provided either a drop-off location or a special 
pick-up.  Staff recommends this not change regardless of new 
service. 
 
Third-Party Provider – staff discussed this option and with the 
uncertainty of how many residents would participate, it would be too 
difficult to get someone to quote a figure that is not greatly inflated.  
Staff is the most cost-effective option for providing this service. 
 
Volunteers – if there is a desire for volunteers to assist, it is 
recommended they coordinate the delivery of limbs from backyards 
to the curb.  This could also include the delivery of door-to-door flyers 
advertising the service, if desired in 2016. 
 
There was some discussion regarding limitations of the service 
including size of limbs and raking of leftover debris. Many 
councilmembers expressed a desire to add a limb pick up event 
rather than replace a large item pickup event.  
 
Sam Matier, 8515 W. 57th ST., commented that he does not want to 
see the Fall large item pickup being replaced by the limb pickup. The 
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money for the limb pickup should be taken from elsewhere in the 
budget.  
 
Mike Brazda, 8515 W. 56th Terr. commented that the large item 
pickup is working well in the city. He has no problem with the council 
trying a pilot program for a limb pickup but does not want to give up 
a large item pickup for it. 
 
There was discussion regarding the timing of trying to get a limb 
pickup done in 2016. Notification to the residents will be an issue if 
the plan is to get one in by the second week of August. Mailing a 
postcard will be a little difficult especially since all of the details have 
not been fully decided. The fall/winter edition of the Highlights has 
already been completed. 
 
Many councilmembers expressed support of option B however, 
trying to get it done in 2016 does not seem feasible. Looking toward 
a spring 2017 pickup may be a more practical option. This will allow 
for details to be flushed out, adequate advertising and notification to 
the residents.  
 
COUNCILMEMBER MOORE MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL 
APPROVE A PILOT LIMB PICKUP EFFECTIVE SPRING OF 2017 
FOR AN ADDITIONAL EVENT FOR CITY-WIDE LIMB PICK UP. 
COUNCILMEMBER HANDS SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  
 

VII.  STAFF ITEMS 
 
City Administrator Phil Lammers commented that at the last City Council meeting 
there was discussion about a two-year warranty period about dead grass on a recent 
CIP project. Mr. Lammers stated that he mis-spoke about the grass being covered 
under that warranty. While normally the grass would not be covered, after further 
investigation of this particular project, it does appear that the contractor put the grass 
down over a lot a gravel and that issue will be addressed with the contractor. 
Typically, the contractor is only responsible for grass for a limited number of days. 
  

VIII.   NEW BUSINESS 
 

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

X.       ADJOURNMENT 
 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL, 
COUNCILMEMBER HANDS   MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 9:30 PM. 
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COUNCILMEMBER MOORE SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 

  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Juliana Pinnick 
Juliana Pinnick 

City Clerk 
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   SALES/USE TAX       OTHER SOURCES

$27,919,778 
operating expenditures

$24,754,621 
budgeted reserves 

$25,502,038 
operating revenues

48% 36%16%
PROPERTY TAX 

2017 Budget Highlights 
Citywide



Property Tax

CITY PROPERTY TAX CALCULATION EXAMPLE 

MARKET VALUE OF HOME 
$150,000

CITY MILL RATE 
27.676

2017 BUDGET OVERVIEW 
ALL FUNDS COMBINED

23% City of Merriam

77% Schools, County, Other

Property taxes collected in Merriam are 
distributed among six entities: 
State of Kansas
Johnson County
Johnson County Community College
Shawnee Mission School District
Merriam Drainage Board 
City of Merriam

MERRIAM’S SHARE OF TOTAL PROPERTY TAX              

BEGINNING FUND BALANCE  $27,172,361 
REVENUES
  Sales Taxes  12,256,290 
  Property Taxes  4,030,900 
  Other Taxes  1,792,826 
  Franchise Fees  1,459,380 
  Licenses/Permits/Fees  568,903 
  Fines  958,000 
  Intergovernmental  2,117,179 
  Interest Income  44,800 
  TIF District Revenue  2,100,000 
  Miscellaneous  173,760 
TOTAL REVENUES  25,502,038 
  TRANSFERS IN  5,414,403 
TOTAL RESOURCES  $58,088,802 

   
EXPENDITURES    
  Personal Services  $8,514,724 
  Contractual Services  4,816,246 
  Commodities  806,994 
  Capital Outlay  1,157,700 
  Capital Improvements  11,591,984 
  Debt Service  903,250 
  Health & Welfare  128,880 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES  27,919,778 
  TRANSFERS OUT  5,414,403 
RESERVES (Ending Fund Balance)  24,754,621 
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS  $58,088,802 

Assessed Valuation:  $17,250
To determine assessed valuation, multiply market value by 11.5%
150,000 x 11.5% = $17,250

Annual Tax Liability for City Services:  $476.19
To calculate the annual tax bill, multiply the assessed valuation  
by the mill rate and divide the result by 1,000.
$17,250 x 27.676 = $477,411, $477,411/1,000 = $477.41

Monthly Expenses For City Services:  $39.78
To determine the monthly tax expenses for City services, divide 
the tax liability by 12.
$477.41/12 = $39.78



2017 General Fund Revenues* 

2017 Capital Improvement Plan

2017 General Fund Expenditures

$10.3
TOTAL 

$17.7
$4.3

$1.5$1.1

$.5

Franchise Fees

Charges, Licenses, and Fees

Court Fines & Other

Property & 
Other Taxes

*in millions

City & County Sales Taxes

Administration & Overhead

Fire 

Parks and Recreation 

Public Works 

Police and Court 

Capital Improvement/Equipment

23%

28%

17%

13%

13%

6%

HIGHLIGHTS
» Antioch Road Reconstruction from 67th Street to Johnson Drive
» Shawnee Mission Bridge over BNSF Railroad Rehabilitation
» Residential Street Group IV
» Police Department facility improvements

All proposed public improvements 
through the year 2017

$11.6 
million



Presented by the City of Merriam Finance Department

Phil Lammers, CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Chris Engel, ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Mike Daniels, POLICE CHIEF
Kevin Bruemmer, PUBLIC WORKS
Juliana Pinnick, CITY CLERK

Cynthia Ehart, FINANCE, CITY TREASURER 
Bryan Dyer, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Anna Slocum, PARKS & RECREATION
Nicole Proulx Aiken, CITY ATTORNEY
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Governing Body

Staff Leadership

KEN SISSOM
MAYOR
913.523.5357 

SCOTT DIEBOLD 
WARD 1
913.293.8457 

ROBERT WEEMS 
WARD 1
913.209.4105 

AL FRISBY 
WARD 2
913.206.5354 

JIM WYMER 
WARD 2
913.226.4061 

CHRIS HANDS 
WARD 3
913.384.5340 

NANCY HUPP 
WARD 3
913.831.4471 

CHERYL MOORE 
WARD 4
913.677.3277 

BOB PAPE 
WARD 4
913.384.0746



AGENDA ITEM INFORMATION FORM 
 

Agenda Item:  Consider approval of a resolution to adopt the 2017 Budget. 
 

Department:  Finance       
 

 
Background/Description of Item:   
 
The attached resolution adopts Merriam’s 2017 Budget.  The budget requests an estimated mill levy of 
27.676 and authorizes Citywide operating expenditures of $27,919,778.  Property values as of July 1, 
2016 were used to calculate the levy shown below. 
 

2017 2016 $ Increase % increase

General and Bond Fund uses 4,030,900           3,508,000       522,900           14.9%

Potential loss from appeals 69,190                ‐                   69,190              ‐          

Committed to TIF districts 1,076,193           1,243,655       (167,462)          ‐13.5%

Total Levy 5,176,283$         4,751,655$     424,628$         8.9%

Real Property Taxes Levied for 2017 vs. 2016

 
 
Approval of the budget also approves the 2017 - 2021 Capital Improvement Program, 2017 Compensation 
Plan (salary ranges), and 2017 Authorized Positions (staffing levels).   The complete budget draft is 
posted under the “Work Session” packet link.  
 
A tally of City Council votes cast for and against this budget will be published in The Legal Record.  City 
Attorney has reviewed this resolution. 
 
 
Attachment:  2017 Budget Summary                        
 
 
Related Ordinance or Statutes: K.S.A. 79-2925b 
 
Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval of the resolution to adopt the 2017 Budget.
 
Prepared by: Cindy Ehart, Finance Director     Date: July 25, 2016 



RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 
 
 

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE PROPERTY TAXATION POLICY OF THE 
GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF MERRIAM, KANSAS WITH RESPECT TO 
FINANCING THE 2017 ANNUAL BUDGET. 
 
 WHEREAS, K.S.A. 79-2925b, as amended, provides that a levy of property taxes to 
finance the 2017 budget for the City of Merriam exceeding the amount levied to finance the 
2016 budget of the City of Merriam, as adjusted to reflect changes in the Consumer Price 
Index for All Urban Consumers for calendar year 2015, be authorized by the adoption of a 
resolution by a majority vote of the governing body; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Merriam provides essential services for the health, safety, 
and welfare of this community; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of providing the essential services necessary to meet the needs 
of the citizens of the City of Merriam continues to increase; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after careful public deliberations, the governing body has determined 
that it is necessary to budget property tax revenues in an amount exceeding the levy in the 
2016 budget to maintain essential public services to the citizens of this city; and 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the City of 
Merriam, Kansas that a levy of property taxes in support of the 2017 budget exceeding the 
amount levied in 2016, as adjusted pursuant to K.S.A. 79-2925b, as amended, is hereby 
approved.  
 
 
ADOPTED BY THE Governing Body this _______ day of __________________, 2016. 
 
 
 
 

Ken Sissom, Mayor 
 

(SEAL) 
 
ATTEST:  
 
__________________________________ 
Juliana Pinnick, City Clerk 
 
 
 



CITY COUNCIL SUGGESTED MOTIONS FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION   
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION  
COUNCIL ITEMS 
 
1. Move that the council approve the minutes of the meeting held July 11, 2016. 

 
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
1. Move that the council approve a resolution adopting the 2017 Budget. 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/PUBLIC WORKS 
 
1. No motion. 

 
STAFF ITEMS 

 
 
 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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