
 

 
 

ADVISORY BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

6:00 PM 
Irene B. French Community Center Conference Room 

 
1. Roll Call/Attendance      Kathy Stull 
2. Public Comments      Kathy Stull 

a. No Angel Left Behind 5K Request – Brandy Stroble 
3. Approval of February 23, 2016 Minutes   Kathy Stull 
4. Staff Reports 

a. Director’s Report     Anna Slocum 
i. Park Facilities Master Plan RFP Update 
ii. Brown Park Update 

b. Assistant Director’s Report    Anna Slocum 
i. Heartland Report 
ii. Art & Soul Reception 

c. Recreation Supervisor Report   Sara Thompson 
i. Brunch with the Bunny 
ii. Hanging Basket Workshop 
iii. Volunteer Reception 

5. New Business       Anna Slocum 
a. Park Sign Examples 
b. City Code Article VI.  – Caterers Sec. 5-192  

 
6. Other Business  

a.  Meals on Wheels Food Truck Rally   Anna Slocum 
 

7. Adjournment       Kathy Stull 
 

Distribution: 
Board Members: Leary, Downey, Howard, Heffron, Stull, Fowler, Duft 
Mayor Sissom 
City Council Members 
Phil Lammers 
Chris Engel 
City Clerk 
Anna Slocum 
Dave Smothers 
Sara Thompson 
Ingrid Berg 
 
 



 TheAngelWings.com 
theangelwings@gmail.com 
(913) 636-3727 

Kansas City Pneumonia 5K Walk/Run September 24, 2016 8 a.m. 

 

Mission Statement 

• Kansas City Pneumonia walk was established by Brandy Stroble who lost her 16 year old son 
in June of 2015, to pneumonia after two different hospitals missed the symptoms; with the 
goal or raising awareness about the disease. Having the walk will be used to utilize 
awareness and 100% of the net proceeds go to “No Angel Left Behind” charity foundation to 
help single parents with funeral expenses after losing a child and continue the research on 
pediatric pneumonia. Pneumonia accounts for 15% of all deaths of children under 5 years 
old, killing an estimated 922 000 children in 2015 according to World Health Organization. 
 

Event Plan 

The walk will be a 5K walk/run in Merriam. We would like to use the same route of the Turkey 
Creek Festival 5K. The amount of the walk is $25.00 per person. The fee for the walk/run 
includes water, a t-shirt and snacks for energy. We have solicited several local businesses to 
participate in this event, pending approval. We have reached out to local Walgreens, the 
American Lung Association, health departments and the manufacturers of the vaccine to 
provide pneumonia shots to patrons free of charge during the event, pending approval. 
Although National Pneumonia Day is November 12, organizers are concerned it will be too cold 
to host the event on that day. 

Sponsorship 

Upon approval, we anticipate reaching out to local businesses for help. RSI Inc., a local 
stockbroker for the grocery store chains has agreed to participate and help including reaching 
out to their vendors. Kline Bars is part of this group and has already agreed to sponsor granola 
bars for the walk and to promote healthy eating. We will be calling businesses and going door 
to door with flyers upon approval.  

mailto:theangelwings@gmail.com


Marketing/Promotion Plan 

We are currently in the process of making flyers for this event and passing them out. The fliers 
will also be mailed with solicitation letters as a secondary measure.  We will also be asking local 
businesses to post the information. We have previously had great success with social media and 
face book and the word has already gotten out. I have had over 300 inquiries since last week 
alone. 

Security Plan 

My goal is to speak with Merriam Police Department about this. I will discuss having the 
services donated or at a discounted price. If this is not possible, I know this will be needed at 
the event, and I will pay for the services they provide.  

Volunteer Plan 

I have several volunteers already elected for the event for set-up and clean-up. I also have 
volunteers to help with questions, pass our fliers or brochures and we would like to have 25 
volunteers per 350 people. Because, my son went to Shawnee Mission North, there will be a lot 
of the juniors wanting to help with the event. 

Certificate of Insurance 

I have already been in contact with State Farm Insurance about helping insure the event and we 
are the beginning stages of it, pending approval. I also have made it mandatory to sign waivers, 
as I got a copy from another walk event planner. 

Weather 

We anticipate weather changes and unless it is a blizzard or called off by the city, we will 
walk/run this day. In the event is has to be cancelled, we will utilize the following Saturday as 
nothing is known at this time on the calendar for an event. 

 

There will be no alcohol, inflatable play structures, exotic animals or reptiles for display. 
At this time, I don’t believe there to be any musical bands, but we would like to reserve 
the right for a PA system if the need arises. We would like to have the PA system to talk 
about what we are doing and help the patrons stay motivated about our cause. 

 



CITY OF MERRIAM PARK AND RECREATION 
ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, February 23rd, 2016  
6:00 PM 

Roll Call 
The February meeting of the Merriam Parks & Recreation Advisory Board was called to order at 6:00 pm, by Chairperson 
Kathy Stull.  Board members in attendance included:  Tom Heffron, LaVera Howard, Thelma Fowler, Katie Leary and 
Suzanne Downey.  Hailey Duft was not in attendance.  Staff members in attendance included:  Anna Slocum, Director; 
Dave Smothers, Assistant Director; Sara Thompson, Recreation Supervisor, and Ingrid Berg, Assistant Program 
Coordinator.     

 
Public Comments 
There was no one present for public comments. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 
LaVera Howard made a motion to accept the January meeting minutes and Tom Heffron seconded the motion; motion 
was approved unanimously. 

 
Staff Reports 
Director’s Report 
Project Updates 

At the end of 2015 in preparation for the new budget year, staff prepared a detailed list of items to be 
completed during 2016.  In addition, there have been a few additional unknown projects added to the list.  
Periodically, staff likes to provide updates on the status of these items.  To date the following have been 
completed: 
1.  RFP released for Facilities Master Plan 
2. New front desk chairs were to be purchased, instead staff discovered reupholstering was a viable option and 

chairs have been repaired 
3. The following items have been purchased according to budget: Kansas state flags, window shades for art 

gallery, two table toters, two chair dollies and a flat screen TV for the game room thanks to the generous 
support of the Foundation 

4. Gutters on Marketplace replaced 

Projects that have begun include: 
1. Phone call to schedule with JBral to complete window sealing project for second story windows per SRJA 

study  
2. Message with the masonry vendor to discuss tuck point issues as related to game room and chimney issues 
3. Fitness Center Cardio Equipment will be installed Wednesday 2/24 and Thursday 2/25 
4.  Awaiting the second re-circulating pump for 1911 section of building expected in the next week or so – 

other pump working great. 
5. Face-lift on game room – painting complete – rearranging of furniture and television.  The goal is to host the 

Wednesday senior movie in the room on February 24 with final details completed by week’s end 
6. Upgrade original art gallery lighting to LED  is slated to begin May 1.  Equipment has been purchased and is 

onsite.   

Shawnee Mission North Dream Team 5K Update 
The group appeared at City Council on February 8 and City Council unanimously approved the event with 
relatively no questions.  Staff has met to work out internal details and have a meeting scheduled with the group 
the first week in March to make sure they are on track, hitting deadlines and able to have a successful event. 
 



 
Park Signage  

The top selections were sent to two vendors to ask for input.  At this point staff, has received interest from one 
vendor but due to a recent staffing change, they were not able to meet the deadline to have examples of 
possible signs to look at for this evenings meeting.  At this point, staff will remain in touch with the vendor with 
the goal to have something available for the March meeting. 

 
Park Facilities Master Plan Update 

The deadline to submit was Friday at 4.  At that time staff had received 10 submissions.  On Monday, an 11th 
submission came in but will not be reviewed as it missed the deadline.  At this time, staff has secured an internal 
panel of city staff to review the submittals and score the selection.  The scores will be tabulated with the top 
candidates presented to the Steering Committee.  The Steering Committee is scheduled to meet Thursday, 
March 3 to review what has been accomplished and begin preparing for interviews.   

 
Assistant Director’s Report 
Heartland Art Exhibition Update 

The opening night reception is scheduled for Saturday, March 5th from 5:00-7:00 pm.  This has always been a 
strong show and staff are looking forward to it.  KC Strings will again be providing live entertainment for the 
evening .  Due to the design of the catalog for the show, winners were placed on the front cover, volunteers will 
be passing them out at the end of the awards ceremony. 
 

2016 Farmers’ Market Season Update 
Applications as well as rules and regulations went out to returning vendors this week.  The deadline for 
application is February 19th.  Returning vendors make up most of the market each year, with two to three new 
ones.  New vendors to date include Embroidery Creations and the Brewkery (kombucha) as well as Flory Farms 
(farm raised fresh pork) and a possible fresh beef vendor for the Wednesday market.  Dave should know in the 
next week how many spaces are left for newcomers.  Staff are working with FindItKC for marketing and hopes  
to grow shopper numbers. 

 
Brown Park Pavilion Update 

The proposed $90,000 for improvements to Brown Park will go to City Council for review/approval on March 14. 
This includes a shelter similar to the one at Chatlain and Vavra parks, new picnic tables, new grill, new recycle 
and trash containers/enclosure as well as a port-a-potty enclosure.   Once approved, Public Works will demo the 
tennis courts and begin construction with hopeful availability by the end of summer. 
 

Recreation Supervisor’s Report 
Yoga in the Heartland 
 Scheduled for Saturday, March 5th from 9:30-10:30 am in the Tim Murphy Art Gallery.  The fee is $5 per person. 
 
Turkey Creek Festival Report  

New for 2016:  Say Cheez Photo Booth and Percussion Magic interactive rhythm and music show.  The Lions 
Pancake Breakfast will begin at 7:30 am.  Monthly meetings are held with the committee (JCPRD, Antioch Park 
Maintenance Staff, Park Police, Fine Arts Staff, OP/Merriam FD, MPD, representatives from Merriam Public 
Works and MPRD.)  The application deadline for returning vendors is Friday, March 3rd.  Again staff are working 
with FindItKC as well as Macaroni Kid for marketing. 
 
 
 



Daddy Daughter Soiree Report 
The Daddy Daughter Soiree was held on Saturday, February 13th.  There were 49 couples plus 7 additional 
daughters in attendance and the evening was a great success.  Things to work on is making sure all couples get 
the limo ride announcements, reiterate that we do not allow “trading” limo ride times and to update the ride 
signup sheet.   

 
Dare to Dabble Paint Workshops 

Back by popular demand the workshops are scheduled for Wednesday, March 16th (Balloon Races) and 
Wednesday, April 20th (Spring Explosion) from 7:00-9:00 pm.   
 

New Business 
Alcohol at the Wednesday Farmers’ Market  

Research has been completed and per the direction of the City Attorney the only change required will be an 
update in the City Code to waive the City’s Caterers fee for the organization selling beer and wine.  This will be 
the easiest method without requiring the vendor to complete extra paperwork.  The vendor will be required to 
have a State caterers’ license, but this could rule out working with local establishments for the sale of alcohol.  
Pending Park Board support, staff would like to take this item to City Council on Monday, March 14 to consider 
moving forward with this option.  It would allow only for the sale of beer and wine (no CMB or hard liquor).  The 
consensus was to move forward.  Suzanne Downey made a motion to support presenting the idea of the 
proposed code change to City Council and LaVera Howard seconded; motion was approved unanimously. 
 

Little Free Library Request  
Earlier this week staff received a request to install little libraries along the Streamway Trail.  As with all requests, 
staff began evaluating the liability and commitment of beginning a new program.  Little Libraries allow for a free 
exchange of books among the community.  There are many concerns of placing these along the trail: 
1. It is recommended by the Little Library Website that these be installed on private property in neighborhoods 

– installing on Public Property without a “library steward” increases liability for the Public Entity on whose 
property it is installed.  Every city will have different rules and it is recommended not to block daily activities 
such as walking and biking.  The concern of having a good steward long term 

2. Installing along the trail could be a safety issue for patrons who ride bikes. 
3. It is another item that is subject to vandalism. 
4. Who will monitor the content of the library?  If placed on city property, staff will need to monitor closely the 

material that is exchanged which then becomes a first amendment – freedom of speech issue.   
5. Installation and maintenance of the library  as well as the liability to maintain and protect it.  It will require 

maintenance like an exterior deck requiring sealant every few years.  To purchase a pre-made library ranges 
from $150 - $500 which include registration fees or they can be constructed and then registered.   

At this time, staff is seeking Park Board input if this is program that rightfully belongs on the trail system or if can 
be better monitored on personal property.  Park Board unanimously decided that this is not a program to pursue 
at this time. 

 
Other Business 
2015 Year End Video 

MPRD was well represented in this video.  It can be viewed on the City of Merriam YouTube Channel. 
 
 
Adjournment 

LaVera Howard moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:07 pm and Tom Heffron seconded; motion was approved 
unanimously. 



Special Event Evaluation         

Event Name: 20th Annual Heartland Artist Exhibition 

Date:  Saturday March 5, 2016 Location: IBFCC -Jenks Gym/Tim Murphy Art Gallery 
 
Number of Registrants:   74 Artists        Number of participants: 287   
 
Ages/Grades: Adult  
 
 Cost of Event:  $40 per Artist (Submitting up to 3 works) 
 
 Revenues:      $2,920.00           
 
Expenses:    $4,962.00 

Juror    $   400.00 
Print Material   $   494.00 
Awards   $3,300.00 
Refreshments       $   754.00 
Misc.    $     15.00 

 
Loss:  $ 2,042.00 

 
Special Items Needed: Tables, chairs, table clothes, sternos, steamer trays, plates, napkins, cups, serving 
platters, camera, photo, serving dishes, big trash cans on wheels with formal “skirts”, beverage dispensers, 
registration list, name tags for artists. Food ingredient cards/holders. 
 
Modes of Publicity:  brochure, flier, art websites, postcards, e-mail to past participants  
 
Committees/Volunteer/Staff:  Dave Smothers, Anna Slocum, Sara Thompson Ingrid & Greta Berg, Jan 
Woodford, Kayt Dahn, Courtenay Wills, Tom Gist, Tom & Kathy Stull, Tom & McKenzie Heffron, Susan Hayden, 
Nancy Hupp 
 
Strengths: KC Strings provided the live Entertainment “Joe Luna”.  Bar tables, purchased from the Foundation 
were used in the gymnasium to provide gathering opportunities for those eating refreshments.  There were  
287 people in attendance.   Staff prepared the food (mini egg rolls, taquitos, spicy enchilada dip, seven layer 
Mexican dip, chips, pretzels and cookies), which received rave reviews. Weather was perfect. 
 
Weaknesses:  Could have used a few more staff members and/or volunteers - one additional food runner, one 
additional bartender upstairs and another to take pictures of the event. 
 
Opportunities:  The gym set-up works very well to have the food & drinks with the entertainment. It splits up 
the crowd and allows people to mingle freely. New this year was another bar upstairs in the new gallery space, 
this helped relieve the stress of one bar.   
 
Thoughts:  The partnership with KC Strings is adds to the event - continue to have live music. Continue the pre-
Heartland Workshop. 



SPONSORED BY City of Merriam and the Merriam Parks, Recreation and Community Center Foundation 
IRENE B. FRENCH COMMUNITY CENTER  //  5701 Merriam Drive  //  Merriam, KS 66203
VISIT THE SHOW ONLINE AT www.merriam.org/park  //  913.322.5550

Richard Hayek     Brownie Hayek     Randall Kronblad

APRIL 7 – APRIL 30

OPENING NIGHT RECEPTION
Thursday, April 7, 2016 from 7:00pm–8:30pm

GALLERY HOURS
Monday-Thursday 8:00am-9:00pm
Friday 8:00am-5:00pm
Saturday 8:00am-4:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm-5:00pm



brunch  
bunny

/MerriamParks • 913-322-5550 • www.merriam.org/events

Festivities: 
Easter Crafts
egg hunt
face painting
light breakfast
games
time with the easter bunny!

ages 2-9 $4//person until March 21       
$6//person March 22-26

Saturday, March 26
Irene B. French Community Center  
5701 Merriam Drive
10:00AM-11 :30AM

with the 

Have brunch with SomeBunny special!



Friday, April 15*
1:00–2:00p.m.                                                          
Public Works Facility
6901 Knox

$40/person
All supplies provided 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: March 31

Results may vary depending on care and green thumbs 
with no guarantee if flowers do not survive.

*Date is subject to change based on flower availability.

Hanging Basket Workshop

/MerriamParks • 913-322-5550 • www.merriam.org/events
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ARTICLE VI. - CATERERS  

 

Sec. 5-189. - License required.  

It is unlawful for any person licensed by this state as a caterer to offer for sale, sell and serve 
alcoholic liquor for consumption on unlicensed premises, which may be open to the public, within the city, 
without having in such person's possession a valid, unexpired and unrevoked caterer's license issued by 
the city  

(Code 1967, § 3-70; Ord. No. 1538, § 1, 6-26-2006) 

Sec. 5-190. - License application.  

Any person desiring to secure a license or renew an existing license under the provisions of this 
article shall make a verified application with the city clerk upon a form provided by the city clerk. Such 
application shall be accompanied by the biennial license tax required by section 5-191 and a copy of the 
caterer's license issued by this state.  

(Code 1967, § 3-71; Ord. No. 1679, § 27, 10-24-2011) 

Sec. 5-191. - License tax.  

There is hereby levied a biennial license tax on each caterer doing business in the city who has a 
caterer's license issued by this state, which tax shall be paid before business is begun under an original 
state license and within five days after any renewal of a state license. The amount of such biennial 
license tax shall be adopted by the city council as part of the city schedule of fees. No license tax shall be 
refunded unless the licensee provides written proof that this state has refunded one-half of the state 
license fee due to the licensee not using its state license for the entire second year of the license term 
due to voluntary reasons. In such case, the city will refund one-half of the biennial license tax paid by the 
licensee.  

(Code 1967, § 3-72; Ord. No. 1679, § 28, 10-24-2011) 

Sec. 5-192. - Issuance of license.  

All applications for new or renewal city licenses shall be submitted to the city clerk for approval. Upon 
presentation of a state license and the city license application, payment of the city license tax and a 
determination that there are no conflicts with any alcoholic beverage ordinances of the city, the city clerk 
shall issue a city license for the period covered by the state license. The payment for the city license tax 
may be waived if the application for license is associated solely for an event that is funded and sponsored 
by the City of Merriam.   

(Code 1967, § 3-73; Ord. No. 1679, § 29, 10-24-2011) 
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Johnson County Meals on Wheels-Kansas

913-715-8895

*FOOD TRUCKS ACCEPT CASH & DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS

DONATION WILL BENEFIT JOHNSON COUNTY MEALS ON WHEELS 

THURSDAY, MARCH 24
11 am - 2 pm

MERRIAM MARKETPLACE
5740 MERRIAM DR. MERRIAM, KS 66203

EAT. DRINK. GIVE. 
MARCH FOR MEALS FOOD TRUCK RALLY
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